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1 INTRODUCTION

Nowadays structures are slender, optimizing materials and geomtries in order to generate less
pollution and develope new techonologies. The new methodologies and constructions push to
invesitgate new phenomenas that previously did not appear at oversized ancient structures.

This is the case of office and resindential builings of today’s located in the big cites, where
turbulent air flow due to various volumetries become a necessary field of study.

Through this report that is divided in several parts, firstly is described the problem statement
and the different cases that will be analized. The methodology related with the different
commertial software used for the Structura and dynamic analysis is presented.

Later on, the structural design verification is carryed out using an application tool that verifies
how much of the sturcutral profile is being used according to given national starfards. On the
other side, a carefully dynamic analysis through a modal analysis is compared and discussed
with the collected related with the wind frequencies datum.

Finally the conclusions of the wind load applied to residential/office buildings and the strcutrual
verification are presented.
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2 PROBLEM STATEMENT

In our work, we are supposed to do the static and dynamic analysis for a two-store building
shown in figure 1 and there are several load cases and boundary conditions.

Figure 1: Geometry and properties of the frame

The model is a 2-D frame whose compositions have different properties. Since the geometry is
not symmetric or antisymmetric, we couldn’t do any simplifications for the model.

The boundary conditions include:

1) Clamped: All displacements and rotations are set to be zero.

2) Hinged: Except that the rotation on the plane is free, all displacements and rotations are
set to be zero.

We need to combine the boundary conditions listed above to get different constraints cases.
The constrains are imposed on the base of the columns.

Also we have several load cases. Three types of loads are considered, including wind load, point
load and distributed load. The distriuted load is computed as:

f = αdlqdl + αllqll

Where the nominal loads qdl and qll, and the security factors αdl and αll are already given.

The load cases are:

1) Wind load plus point load. This load case is shown in figure 2.
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Figure 2: Wind load plus point load

2) Wind load plus distributed load. This load case is shown in figure 3.

Figure 3: Wind load plus distributed load

For static analysis,the results needed to be analyzed are deformations, axial stresses and bending
moments for different loads and constriants combinations. Then we need to do modal analysis
for dynamic analysis.
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3 METHODOLOGY

In order to carry out the structural verification of the already proposed profiles for the three
story and two bay buliding it is necessary to create the geometry. For this problem type a 2D
model is enough. The geometry is defiend using the pre-process tool provided by SAP 2000
V20.

Figure 4: SAP 2000 geometry user defined

Once the geomrety was set, the material definition was introduced. The commertial structural
software SAP 2000 provides a material library, where European steel, grade S275 was chosen
for this project, as it wasn’t defined in the project statement, according to figure 5.

Figure 5: SAP 2000 material properties
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In the same direction, once the geometry and the material were defined, the structural sections
were loaded from the SAP 2000 libraries for Europe. The different sections HEB 300, HEB
240, IPE 550 and IPE 260 where assigned to the linear elements of the geometry, figures 6 and
7.

Figure 6: SAP 2000 geometry user defined

Figure 7: SAP 2000 material properties

A necessary definition is the boundary conditions, being the column supports for this case. The
supports can be hinged, fixed or mixed according to the needs of the study in order to evaluate
how the structure behavies, these are imposed in the column base nodes.

Two different load cases are applied, involing vertical loads (point and distributed) and hori-
zontal loads simulating the wind force applied to each slab story, the loads were defiend and
combiend with dead load for each load case, figure 8.
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Figure 8: SAP 2000 load case definition

Finally, the modal anaylsis was set in order to provide the natural frequencies of the structure,
we did this by considering different mass sources and different supports. The number of modes
were choosen in order to mobilize at least the 90% of the structure in order to rely on the
significant modes to check, figure 9.

Figure 9: SAP 2000 Modal analyisis setting

Once all the conditions and parameters are defined, the solver can be invoked inside SAP 2000
V20, and the post-process can be discussed on the following stage.
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4 Results

The problem was solved with the commential structure software SAP 2000 V20. On the fol-
lowing lines we are going to show the results and comment the structrual behavioir depending
on different conditions:

4.1 Clampled supports

4.1.1 Load case 1

This section analyzes the load case 1 for the puntual loads on the beam midspan combiend
with the wind forces (horizontally applied on the façade). The supports are fixed on the base
columns, that means restraints on all displacements and moments.

Figure 10: Displacement in X direction, clampled supports with load case 1

In the figure 10, the structure displacement on X direction is plotted. The maximum displace-
ment happens on the top of the structure, with value 2.38 cm. According with the B.c, the
base columns displacements are 0 cm. The clamped supports keep the horizontal forces to the
foundations, helping to the structures to have smaller deformation on the X direction.
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Figure 11: Bending moment, clampled supports with load case 1

Figure 11, the bending moments (positive and negative) on the structure are bigger on the
beams where the punctual load is applied, the ones with longer span present the biggest positive
bending moment 372.55 kNm − 365.5kNm . In that case, the magnitude of the vertical loads
are much bigger compared with the horizontal loads (for example the bending moment on the
base columns are 151 kNm).

The next figure 12, the axial stress plot is shown. In that figure, the maximum stresses are
located under the punctual loads. This is due to the high bending moments we have seen in
the picture 11. The stress distribution is according to the point loads applied on the façada
and beams.

This figure 13, shows the ratios of use of each element according to USA steel national standards.
In accordance to the figure 11 and 12, the elements that are using around 50% − 60% of its
mechanical properties are the beams with punctual load and the base middle column (have
more loaded width).
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Figure 12: Axial stresst, clampled supports with load case 1

Figure 13: Axial stresst, clampled supports with load case 1
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4.1.2 Load case 2

This section analyzes the load case 2 for the distributed loads along the beams combiend
with the wind forces (horizontally applied on the façade). The supports are fixed on the base
columns, that means restraint in all displacements and moments.

Figure 14: Displacement in X direction, clampled supports with load case 2

In the figure 14, the structure displacement on X direction are similar to load caes 1, mean-
ing that the vertical forces applied on the beams have little influences on the X direction
displacements.

Figure 15 shows the bending moments (positive and negative) whose distribution on the beams
have changed to parabolic shape. In point load case, the bending moments distribution on
the beams are linear shape. Also, the maximum bending moments values on the beams have
decreased to about 226 kNm, 210 kNm and the maximum values are appearing on the joint
points of the middle column and horizontal beams. The bending moments values on the columns
have changed little.

In the figure 16, we can appreciate the stress distribution for the load case 2. The biggest
stresses are located in the beam where the distributed load are applied. The stress distribution
is parabolic. In this case the maximum stress is close to the joints, due to the high negative
bending moment close to the supports.

For the ratio of use, figure 18, the values are similar to the load case 1.
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Figure 15: Bending moment, clampled supports with load case 2

Figure 16: Axial stress, clampled supports with load case 2
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Figure 17: Axial stresst, clampled supports with load case 1

4.2 Hinged supports

4.2.1 Load case 1

This section analyzes the load case 1 for the puntual loads on the beam midspan combiend
with the wind forces (horizontally applied on the façade). The supports are hinged on the base
columns, that means displacements are restrains and allows the rotation.

In figure 18, we find the displacement on X direction. In this case, the deformation of the
structure is bigger comapred to clamped supports, being 6.3 cm. This is due to the supports
have released the beding moment, allowing the whole structure to sway.

For figure 19, the maximum bending moments values are similar to the clamped case. However,
the bending moments on the base column become zero, due to that the constraints on the
rotation have been removed.

The figure 20 shows us the axial stress distribution, which is similar to the clampled case.

In figure 21, we can clearly see that the ratio of use of bottom beams and middle base column
have increased. There are two reasons,first,due to that different support condtions, the struture
has suffered stress redistribution. Then, the displacement on X direction has increased, leading
to the increasing of the ratios of use.

13



Figure 18: Displacement in X direction, hinged supports with load case 1

Figure 19: Bending moment, hinged supports with load case 1
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Figure 20: Axial stresst, clampled supports with load case 1

Figure 21: Axial stresst, clampled supports with load case 1
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4.2.2 Load case 2

This section analyzes the load case 2 for the uniform loads on the beams combiend with the
wind forces (horizontally applied on the façade). The supports are hinged on the base columns,
that means displacements are restrains and allows the rotation.

From figure 22, we can see that the displacement on X direction in this case is similar to the
load case 1. The maximum displacement is 6.3 cm.

However, in figure 23,the bending moments distribution has changed because of the application
of uniform loads on the beams. The distribution of bending moments becomes parabolic shape
and the maximum values on the beams have decreased. The bending moments on the columns
are similar to the load case 1.

We can also find the change of stress distribution on the beams to parabolic shape in figure 24.
And the maximum stress are located in the joint of the beams and middle column, since the
axial stresses on the beams have decreased.

For the ratio of use, figure 25, we can see an increment of the percentages for the middle column
and the beams, due to a redistributions of the internal stress caused by the hinged supports.

Figure 22: Displacement in X direction, clampled supports with load case 2
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Figure 23: Bending moment, clampled supports with load case 2

Figure 24: Axial stress, clampled supports with load case 2
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Figure 25: Axial stresst, clampled supports with load case 2

4.3 Dynamic analysis

For this case, we have set 6 modes for the modal analyisi in order to use all the principal
modes. We have tried different anaylsis by changing the mass, Structure self-weigth, Structure
self-weigth + load case 1 and 2. Aslo different supports conditions were analyzed.

For the clamped supports, the figure 26 shows the table values for the perior and frequency.
We have found that for different mass sources generally the natural frequency is below than 2
Hz, thus leading to be in the same frequacny range of the wind loads.

On the other side, considering only the self-weight as mass source with clamped supports; the
model shows a higher natural frequencies.

Figure 27, presents a table for the hinged cases. As a remark, it is not possible to get the
natural frequency for all hinged support conditions due to the matrix of the system becomes
ill-conditioned since the bending moments are realeased and not enough b.c are given to solve
the problem.

In general lines, the introduction to hinged supports to the columns affects directly to the
system, leading to the decrease of structure stiffness and low frequencies.
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Figure 26: Frequencies for different mas sourced with Clamped supports
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Figure 27: Frequencies for different mas sourced with Clamped supports

5 Conclusion

We have seen different supports conditions affect directly to the stress distribution and internal
forces. Also we have seen that hinged supports lead to cheap connections and cheaper founda-
tions that doesn’t have to resist a big moment on the base column. So in order to apply the
hinged supports on the structure, we need to provide a horizontal resistance for the wind force
by introducing a bracing system that helps to tranfrom the horizontal wind force to vertical
force that goes to the foundations.

for the dynamic analysis we conclude that the structure is sensible to the wind dynamic load.
We have seen the main modes 1 and 2 for all the different cases test the natural frequency is
below than 2. Also we have seen the introduction of hinged supports leads to the reducing of
system’s stiffness.
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6 Task divided

The entire porject was carried with half and half amount of work for its developement. The
report and the problem were done together in several meetings. No splliting of the job was
necessary.
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