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Political Media on  YouTube



 YouTube is not only a media  site but a most prominent social network in US
 
 Extremist YouTube content – Democratization of political media
 
 Recommendation Engine – Suggestions based on your search
 
 Can easily appear like a trap

Can it Radicalise?



An estimate of view time on 
the three major cable news 
channels (Fox News, CNN, 
and MSNBC) in comparison 
with just the 54 YouTube 
channels

YouTube surpassed cable news



● Zombie bite theory

● Supply and demand

● Study on Alternative Influential Network

Interpretations and Theories



 Proposes that YouTube tries to maximize screen time by 
suggesting more radical content

 It is a straw man argument used by the media 
 A random walk from alt-lite will end up at alt-right with a 
probability of 1/1700. 
 If this theory was true, it would be a major threat to Liberal 
Democracy. 

Moderate Content Radical ContentAlgorithm 

Zombie Bite Theory



Supply & Demand Framework

Audience Creators

Platform



Supply (What Creators Find)
AFFORDANCES:

● Efficient content creation

● Discoverability by #tagging & #tittling

● Monetization through Ads.

● 1 person + Let’s talk           LOW COST PRODUCTION



Supply (What Creators Find)
ONLY VIDEO:

● VIDEO VS. TEXT

● Transmit Emotions (visual content)

● Video covers whole screen

● Deliver powerful message
(conversational style)

FOCUS!!



NECESSARY CONDITION:

● Audience interested in
watching Far-Right content.
(if not, stop watching) 

FACTORS?

● Worldwide radicalization

● Decline on trust governments and institutions 
(since 1960’s move manufacturing away, less working-class jobs, 
lower opportunities, crisis…)  

Demand (The Audience Analysis)

Already 
existed!



WHY YOUTUBE?

● Disaffection of Mainstream Media 
(with constrained ideological scope)

● YouTube has allowed, reconnect this people back into 
political consumption.

● Video is more direct, emotional, closer 

● Community interactions (similar people)

● Parasocial relationships

Demand (The Audience Analysis)

“Real NEWS”??



● What? It’s a community of content creators who have cultivated a 
community of viewers by live streams and videos. 

● Why network ? They regularly feature on each other’s shows and 
videos, also promote it to their own audience. 

● Who are they ? Divided into five categories 

Alternate Infuence Network (AIN)















● Zombie bite has not been proven. 
Supply and Demand explains the popularity better 

● The growth of far-right video reflects the actual society.
Constrained audience has been awakened. 

● YouTube and its social component has overtaken the traditional cable news

● Radicalization happens in the same way that on real world.
Recommendation engine does not affect.

Conclusions


